
 
 
 
 
What do you wish you knew when you first came into the Early Entrance Program? 
Be very organized. When I was taking classes during my Provisional quarter, it was very 
convenient to keep a planner or a calendar with me so I can jot down dates for papers, 
exams, and other classwork. Using a planner will eliminate the extra stress in the future 
and also give you more time to relax and focus on other work. Furthermore, I realized that 
it is important to look over class notes after each class. Once you listen to a lecture, the 
information is fresh in your mind, and this will help you to remember the class material 
when studying for an exam.   
 
Brief Bio: 
I am Michael Pomirchy, and I am a Political Science major with a Pre-Law option. I also 
have a Finance and Economics minor.  With my major, I plan to go to law school and 
become an attorney. In the past year, I have been involved with the student government 
on campus (A.S.I.) and participated actively in several clubs/organizations such as the 
Pre-Law Society and Amnesty International. I hope to guide you and help you throughout 
the entire summer! 

Name: Michael Pomirchy 

Year: Junior 

Age: 15 

Major: Political Science 

Previous School: Marlboro 

Memorial Middle School 

Location: Morganville, New 

Jersey 

Interests & Hobbies: Playing 

piano and violin, Politics, Sudoku, 

Philosophy, Orange, New Jersey, 

and Law 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
What do you wish you knew when you first came into the Early Entrance Program? 
Don’t assume that you can “take it easy” in your Freshman year. If you neglect your 
grades in the beginning, it will only get harder to make them up later. Pay attention in 
class, and never neglect a class just because you think it is easy. Never, ever 
procrastinate, either on studying for a test, or finishing an assignment. Even if you think 
you will have time later, chances are that you probably won’t be able to finish when the 
time comes. Also, prepare for your classes beforehand. It really helps you absorb the 
material when you actually know what the professor is talking about.  
 
Brief Bio: 
My name is Jaya Nataraj and I am a Computer Science Major. I love music and have 
played the violin for almost 9 years. I also plan to get a Minor in Bioinformatics My favorite 
colors are blue and green. I am really looking forward to meeting you and guiding you 
through your provisional summer experience. ! 

Name: Jaya Nataraj 

Year: Sophomore  

Age: 14 

Major: Computer Science  

Previous School: Portola Middle School, 

Highly Gifted Magnet 

Location: Tarzana  

Interests & Hobbies: Reading, Ice 

Cream, Music, Playing Violin, Sleeping, 

Computers, Ping Pong,  Pie (cause who 

doesn’t?), Tennis.  



Name: Maggie Edge 

Year: Senior 

Age: 17 

Major: English (subject to change) 

Previous School: Alice C Stelle Middle School 

Location: Calabasas 

 

Interests & Hobbies: Reading, gaming, music, drawing, 

anthropology, zoology, art history, obscure or absurd humor, 

bad puns, religious and cultural studies, and anything that 

ceased to exist more than a thousand years ago. 

 

What do you wish you knew when you first came into the Early Entrance Program? 

Some witty and insightful statement that I could write here. More importantly, I wish I'd thought to 

explore different areas of study. There's a lot of interesting classes available, and limiting yourself to 

the subjects you already know can be painfully limiting. 

 

Brief Bio 

Hi, my name is Maggie Edge. I am an English major with minors in religious studies and cultural 

anthropology, as a part of my effort to be extremely nerdy and as unemployable as possible. As you'll 

probably notice, I am very quiet, but I really do want to make this summer enjoyable for you. Feel free 

to ask me anything, and I’ll do my best to help. 



 

 

        Name: Samantha Rawlins 
        Year: Freshman 
        Age: 15 
        Major: Mechanical Engineering 
        Previous School: Beverly Hills  
        High School 
        Location: Alhambra 

Interests & Hobbies:   
   Stargazing, ice cream, tae kwon  
   do, long walks on the beach,  
   ladybugs, cows, candy, 

hamsters, earning new things, 
meeting new  people, etc. 

 
 
 
What do you wish you knew when you first came into the Early Entrance 
Program? 
Definitely fear the deadline. It creeps up on you from behind and you donʼt even know 
itʼs there until itʼs already too late. Side effects of being hit by the deadline include: sleep 
loss, anger at teachers for assigning the homework, grumpiness the next day, not very 
good work, false declarations of being more aware for the next deadline. Seriously 
though, ALWAYS be looking out for when your next assignment is due, and NEVER 
underestimate the amount of time it will take. Sleep is very precious to EEPsters, try to 
get as much of it as possible. 
 
Brief Bio: 
Hola! I would say hi in as many languages as I know, but it says to have a “brief” bio. So 
I wonʼt. As it says above, my name is Samantha, but as there are three Samanthaʼs in 
my cohort (some of which you might not meet in the Summer) you may call me Sam, or 
big Sammy……someone wanted to call me Stingray once……….or Herbert. KIDDING! 
(only on the Herbert part). Call me anything you want that is hopefully respectful and 
somewhat relates to my name….somewhat. Iʼm an only child, my favorite color is neon 
green, and I am in love with outer space. That is why Iʼm a mechanical engineer, 
because I one day hope to work at NASA or JPL or KARI (Korean space program). If 
you are nervous or need someone to talk to you know who to call!!! :) 



 

 

 
 
What do you wish you knew when you first came into the Early Entrance Program? 
I wish I knew there was nothing to panic about. I went into EEP not knowing what to 
expect beyond what I’d heard in my interview. I wish I had let go of my insecurities a little 
earlier and just gone with the flow. My great experience in EEP would have been a little 
better if I had come out of my shell and calmed down earlier. I also wish I had known how 
much responsibility and independence would be placed upon me.   
 
Brief Bio:  
Hello! I’m Susanna! I’ve been living in Pasadena, California for twelve out of my sixteen 
years of life. Before I was in EEP I went to Blair IB School, and although I wasn’t 
miserable there, there was an awful lot of room for improvement. So here I am!  
I don’t consider myself the most talkative person on the planet, but I can hold my own in 
conversations about a variety of topics, common and obscure alike. Try me!  
I’m not comfortable marketing myself, but to give you an idea about how some perfectly 
lovely people perceive me, my friend Lei-Shao once compared me to a fine red wine; 
calming, dignified, and okay to look at... Not that she drinks wine on a regular basis!  
On my weekends I can be found at one of any four Starbuckses (Starbucksi?) I frequent 
doing school work or reading a book. Every once in a while you can also catch me at a 
theater, taking in an artsy film.  
I can’t wait to get to know YOU better!  
 ... too enthusiastic? 
 
 
P.S. That picture up there is a Halloween costume. Susanna’s clothing may appear 
different upon delivery. 

Name: Susanna Sabin 

Year: Freshman 

Age: 16 

Major: Anthropology  

Previous School: Blair High School 

Location: Pasadena 

Interests & Hobbies: Ancient Egyptian 

history, history in general, old things, 

reading about history and old things, 

watching films, writing about any 

random thing that comes to my mind, 

discussing ethics, swimming!! 
 



 
 
 
 
What do you wish you knew when you first came into the Early Entrance 
Program? 
You do not have to rush into things. Be aware of, but do not worry too much 
about, getting into a good graduate school yet; you are just starting college. 
Instead, focus on your grades for the quarter and conquer graduate school with 
confidence when it is time to. Take things as they come. Study hard, but do not 
forget about family and friends. 
 You will probably have a professor that says homework is “optional”, but 
know that it means “necessary to achieve an A”. College classes move by quickly 
so do not procrastinate and make sure you have the time to triple-check your 
work before turning it in. What middle school taught you in one month will now 
be taught in two days or less. 
 
Brief Bio: 
Hello, I am Cassandra Dao. Most people call me Cass or Cassie. I am fourteen 
years old and am currently a freshmen. I entered EEP coming out of eighth grade 
when I was thirteen. My favorite color changes frequently and is currently a light 
gray. I will try my best to be around every day during the summer if you need my 
help or if you just need someone to laugh with. Ask me anything and I will 
answer to the best of my abilities. I hope to see you soon. (: 

Name: Cassandra Dao 

Year: Freshman 

Age: 14 

Major: Biochemistry 

Previous School: Jack F. 

Macy Intermediate 

Location: Monterey Park 

Interests & Hobbies: Internet, 

oddly-shaped pillows, ice 

skating, talking, music, 

discontinued cartoons, 

batman, designing things, 

baking, food, etc. 



                                                                                                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you wish you knew when you first came into the Early Entrance Program? 

a) Just because it is summer doesn’t mean you can slack in your summer classes.  
b) DON’T BE AFRAID TO ASK QUESTIONS!!  

Brief Bio: 
Hi there! I’m Dominique Dunning, and I’m a sophomore here at EEP. I intend on 

majoring in Computer Science as well as Psychology! I’m weird, there’s no denying it, but 
it’s what makes me me. I love Harry Potter and Glee. I love to meet new people, so 
introduce yourself and let’s get to know each other! I can’t wait to meet you all. 
Remember, if you ever have questions or just need anyone to talk to, I’m here for ya(: 
Good luck! 

Name: Dominique Dunning 

Year: Sophomore 

Age: 13 

Major: Psychology/Computer 

Science 

Previous School:  

Iowa Street School Home Education 

Location: Alhambra, CA 

Interests & Hobbies: Music, food, 

Harry Potter, Glee, photography, 

cooking, baking, sweets, singing, 

memes, random dancing, my friends 

and family, and people in general!  



Name: Zac Skinner    

Year: Senior  

Age: 19 

Major: Computer Science 

Previous School: Monrovia High School 
 

Location: San Gabriel 

Interests & Hobbies: Video games, 

Computers, Guitar, Music, Adventure 

Time (The cartoon but I guess adventures 

count as well), Programming, Tae Kwon 

Do, Graphic novels, Anime/manga, 

Disneyland, Josh Homme, Cool stuff. 

 
 
What do you wish you knew when you first came into the Early Entrance Program? 
 Don’t be afraid to talk and make friends with EEPsters, especially elders.  You 
don’t just have to stay within the group of friends that you meet at first.  Try to make 
friends with the people who have already been here.  It might impress them.  Also, try not 
to procrastinate.  It will probably happen at some point so plan accordingly.  Complete 
your work well before the deadline so that you don’t have to stay up the night before its 
due trying to cram it out.   
 
Brief Bio: 

SUP!  My name is Zac and I’m really awesome.  I’m 19 years old and I’m majoring 
in Computer Science.  In my free time I like to play/develop video games, hang out with 
friends, play guitar, watch movies, go to Disneyland and be just generally amazing.  I’m a 
third degree black belt in Tae Kwon Do and I work at a Tae Kwon Do studio in Temple 
City.  My personality can be loud or quiet so it depends.  I’m usually not afraid to talk with 
EEPsters and will talk about whatever.  I’m really passionate about video games and 
music.  I could probably talk for a long time on either subject.  Also, Adventure Time.  I will 
argue to the death that Adventure Time is the best cartoon ever.  So yeah, don’t be afraid 
to talk to me because I’m really REALLY cool and say cool stuff all the time. 



 
 
 
What do you wish you knew when you first came into the Early Entrance Program? 
Go to your professors’ office hours. I know you don’t want to see your professors 
anymore after having to listen to them lecture for 100 minutes, but it can actually be 
helpful. Some professors tell you what they want in their assignments, look over your 
papers for you, and if you’re lucky, they’ll tell you what they’re going to put on a test.  
Also, don’t be afraid to ask older EEPsters for help. EEP offers tutors, so ask for one. 
Older EEPsters might seem intimidating at first, but they’re usually willing to help. (Some 
might not be able to because they’re busy or something.) If you get to know some 
EEPsters, you could get them to read your papers and give you feedback. It makes a 
world of a difference if an EEPster can help you.  
 
Brief Bio: 
Why hello there. My name is Measrainsey Meng, but you can just call me Meas 
(pronounced like geese but instead of a g there’s an m). I’m a sophomore here at EEP, 
and I’m a mechanical engineering major. I’m really loud so you can usually notice me 
from far away. I’m sometimes socially awkward, so sorry if I scare you away. But 
generally I like talking, so don’t be afraid to say “hi.” There are a lot of actors, TV shows, 
and movies I like. There’s probably something you and I are both interested in.   
 
P.S. No matter what anyone tells you, my name is not Moose.  

Name: Measrainsey Meng 

Year: Sophomore  

Age: 15 

Major: Mechanical Engineering 

Previous School: Temple Intermediate 

Location: Rosemead 

Interests & Hobbies: Awesome people, 

Food, Chocolate, Nutella, Playing the flute, 

The Social Network, Doctor Who, Glee, Cats, 

“Rapping,” Being Loud,  Movies, Modern 

Family, How I Met Your Mother, Community, 

Big Bang Theory, Talking, Eating, Laughing, 

Music, Batman, and other awesome stuff. Oh, 

and I like the word “awesome.” 



 
 
 
What do you wish you knew when you first came into the Early Entrance Program? 
Don’t be afraid of talking to your elders. This includes professors, Rich, and older 
EEPsters. We are all people and will not mind in the least if you have questions. This is 
especially important in the case of professors since visiting them in their office hours not 
only helps you in the course you are taking but improves your relationship with the 
professor, who you may end up working or researching with later. 
 
 
Brief Bio: 
 Hello there, my name is Adrian Berliner. I am 14 years old, entering my senior 
year, and plan to graduate in Spring 2013. I am a Biochemistry major with a minor in 
psychology, and I am interested in pharmacology, specifically neuropharmacology. I play 
the clarinet. I am also interested in theater, particularly musical theater. 

Many in the EEP have called me frightening or simply creepy. While there may be 
some truth to that I am actually quite approachable and willing to assist you if you need 
help. As a mentor it is my job to assess you but this should not cause you to fear me or 
think of me as unfriendly. I won’t bite you. Well, I probably won’t bite you. 

 

Name: Adrian Berliner 

Year: Senior 

Age: 14 

Major: Biochemistry 

Previous School:  

Culver City Middle School 

Location: Culver City, CA 

Interests & Hobbies: Musical 

Theater, Theater, Clarinet, 

Biochemistry, Pharmacology, 

Psychology, The Hunt, Neuroscience, 

Shiny Things, Fancy Things, 

Monocles, Hats, Bad Puns, Mafia. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
What do you wish you knew when you first came into the Early Entrance Program? 
 
I didn’t realize that quarters move by so quickly, so it is important to make sure to stay on 
top of your work. It is really easy to fall behind, and once you are get behind in your 
studies, catching up is very difficult. Additionally, I wish I knew how important it is to get 
involved, such as EEPClub, as being involved is key to success.   

 
 
Brief Bio: 
 
Hey my name is Ajay Bhandari and I am going to be one of the mentors for the 
provisional summer quarter 2011. I am 18 years, and I’m a premed student with a biology 
major. I am currently a senior in EEP and plan on graduating next year in the spring 2012. 
Outside of school I like to play sports and play music. I have been playing basketball for 
several years and use to play on the high school basketball team for the year that I 
attended. I also like to play the guitar and piano. I am always happy to answer any 
questions you may have.  

Name: Ajay Bhandari 

Year: Senior 

Age: 18 

Major: Biology 

Previous School:  

West Ranch High School 

Location: Valencia, CA 

Interests & Hobbies: Basketball, 

Tennis, Golf, Guitar, Piano, Movies, 

and Pool. 

 

That’s me! 
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Name: Carolyn Kan  

Year: Sophomore   

Age: 16 

Major: Biochemistry 

Previous School: Troy High School 

Location: Diamond Bar, CA  

Interests & Hobbies: Music, drawing, 

painting, reading. Harry Potter, playing 

tennis, watching movies. Glee. Taking 

pictures, holidays in general, beach. 

Talking, sleeping in, laughing for no 

reason! FOOD FOOD FOOD. 

What do you wish you knew when you first came into the Early Entrance Program?  
a) Be prepared to spend more time than usual for your classes. They are much harder 

than you would expect.  
b) Office Hours—Extremely helpful, don't be shy and ask for help from your professors 

if you need it!  
c) Do not be annoying to older people. They are extremely helpful, usually.  
d) A sense of humor never hurts!  

 
Brief Bio: 
 Name's Carolyn, and hi there! I just finished my first year in EEP, so if you want to 

know about how the first year is like, just ask away! I am usually always bubbly and cheerful. I 

can be very weird and loud once you get to know me. But either way, I am very approachable 

and outgoing. I love love love watching all kinds of movies (except horror) and do not mind to 

hear of another good one! I am a Harry Potter fan for life and a Gleek. I am interested in well, 

almost everything. I love to meet new people and am very willing to lend a helping hand in 

any way that I can. All you need to do is ask! Good luck, and don't forget to have fun! (:  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
What do you wish you knew when you first came into the Early Entrance Program? 
Be prepared for a challenge! College is very different from middle and high schools.  
Unlike classes in your previous school, which may have seemed easy, college classes 
are demanding and require effort.  Classes are fast paced and you simply cannot get by 
without putting forth the effort and time needed for a good grade. Still, you should not be 
afraid of asking for help.  Talking to Professors outside of class and seeking tutors helps a 
lot.  
Brief Bio: 
Hello, my name is Giulio Sanchez and I am finishing up my second year in the program.  I 
was born in Peru and immigrated to the U.S. when I was 6.  I have decided to major in 
Political Science with an option in Pre-Legal Studies and minor in Criminal Justice, as well 
as History. I plan to attend Law School after graduating, but for now I am just a 16yr old 
that enjoys hanging out with friends, watching movies, music, and sports.  I am a big USC 
and Lakers fan.  Still, I also have my nerdy side and enjoy documentaries on the History 
Channel and politics.  I look forward to getting to know you in summer and helping you in 
any way possible.  

Name: Giulio Sanchez 

Year: Sophomore   

Age: 16 

Major: Political Science 

Previous School: Shadow Hills 

Intermediate School 

Location: Palmdale, CA 

Interests & Hobbies: Sports 

(Football, Soccer, Basketball), 

Music, American history, The 

History Channel, The Daily Show 

with Jon Stewart, movies, talking 

to people, chewy chips ahoy 

cookies, Italian food 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

What do you wish you knew when you first came into the Early Entrance Program? 

There are two things I wish I knew when I came into EEP. The first is that you’re 
responsible for yourself now. Less oversight means more independence, which just 
means you need to replace that oversight with self-regulation, self-control, and discipline. 
The second is to enjoy life. Getting too caught up in school isn’t a necessarily a good 
thing. Find or continue a hobby, and find time to relax and be a kid, because that’s what 
we still are. 
 

Brief Bio: 

My name is Daniel Pyon, and I’m finishing my junior year. I’m a Business 
Administration major, and I hope to attend law and/or business school after my time in 
EEP.  

I was born and raised in LA County, so I don’t know much else besides the life in 
southern Cali. :] Other than that, I’m pretty passionate about USC football, Lakers 
basketball, and music. I’ll have an iPod in my ears a lot of the time. I like good TV shows, 
movies, board games, debates, politics, funny stuff, etc.  

I look forward to meeting all of you and helping you this summer! 

Name: Daniel Pyon 
Year: Senior 

Age: 17 

Major: Business Administration, 

Business Arts-Prelegal Option 

Previous School: South Pasadena 

Middle School 

Location: Montebello 

Interests & Hobbies: Hanging out with 

friends, Watching and playing sports, 

The Hunt, Music, TV, Movies 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you wish you knew when you first came into the Early Entrance Program? 
Do not procrastinate!!! I know as teenagers, we put the “pro” in procrastinate, but it is very 
stressful and tiresome to finish a paper in a day or study for a midterm in one night. 
Finding the right balance between work and fun is the key to success in college. I can 
even say, as a senior, this is not a very easy task to do. Also, remember that there are 
tons of people that have faced the problems you are facing at the moment, and most of 
us (including professors) would be delighted to help you. We don’t bite, and even if we do, 
you’ll heal!!! Stay organized because there’s only 10 weeks in a quarter, and once you 
slip, it is very hard to catch up! So work hard, try your best, don’t procrastinate, keep 
organized, and don’t stress. If you don’t do well the first time, try harder next time. It’s not 
the end of the world if you don’t get a 4.0 each quarter!! This is a great opportunity and 
journey, so make the best out of it!!! 
 
Brief Bio:  
Hello, my name is Jaquelyn Yeh, and I’m a senior in EEP. I’m majoring in Chemistry, and 
after I graduate, I would love to attend a Ph.d./M.D. program to pursue a career in 
medicine and research. I’m very bubbly, energetic, and loud, so please don’t be afraid of 
me!!! I swear I’m not scary and I’m not any kind of vampire or werewolf!!! I also love 
anything that has glitter or sparkles. If it isn’t sparkly or shiny, but it’s pink, I’ll probably like 
it too. I’m very, very clumsy, so don’t be alarmed if you hear a large thump – I probably 
just fell!!! I love to meet new people, so I’m very excited to meet all of you!!! I LOVE to 
talk, so if you need anybody to talk to or are just bored, come find me. I’m also here to 
help with any of your problems if you have any, so feel free to ask me anything =)!!!  

Name: Jaquelyn Yeh 

Year: Senior 

Age: 17 

Major: Chemistry 

Previous School: Ramona Convent 

Secondary School 

Location: Monterey Park 

Interests & Hobbies: Singing, Dancing, 

Playing Piano, Acting Crazy, Family, 

Friends, Fred Fred Burger, Hello Kitty, 

Gossip Girl, One Tree Hill, Grey’s Anatomy, 

Glee, TV, Basketball, Football, Giving Hugs, 

Baking, Music, Being Loud, Running 

Around, Random Dancing and Singing, 

Shopping, Glee, Cupcakes, SPARKLES, 

Hearts<33, BEACH, Disneyland!, EEP =) 
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